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Abstract

Nowadays East Asia becomes field of ‘war of history’ between Korea, Japan, China,
and Mongolia to the extent to be ‘the time for arguments on history.” Worrying views
of history, such as Northeast Project (4]t T-f£) by China or imperial view of history
in Japan, are shown off. The situation comes from the difference of viewpoint on
and interpretation of historical facts in the past. Specifically, China constructed theory
of its territory and ethnicities as ‘unified multi-ethnic country’(#t—1) £ B EEI%)
and created an artificial concept of ‘Zhonghwa people’ (H3#ELCK) through North
Project about Mongolia in 1985.

According to this view of history, China implemented National History Correction
Project (B2 fE1E 1AL, 2005~2015) as rewriting all of history of China and surround-
ing ethnicities. As the result, they declared Baekdu Mountain as the holy mountain
of China and Jusen Gurun. And they regard the independence of Outer Mongolia
in 1911 as that without logical legitimacy, and also ancient history of Korea on the
north of Han River as the history of local self-government of China. Most historians
recognize the necessity of research on Mongolia and Jusen Gurun for refuting the
theory of China.

The purpose of this research is to review how bureaucrats or intellectuals, who
ruled Choseon Dynasty, did recognize East Asia and Jusen Gurun from 15th century
to 19th century. The research is conducted through overall study of records about
Mongolia and Jusen Gurun in documents or travel notes on the time. The recognition
on East Asia in Chosun Dynasty can be classified as that 1) from the earliest era
of Choseon through Imjin War (1392~1600), 2) from the time around Jeongmyo War
through the era of King Gyeongjong (1601~1724), 3) from the era of King Yeongjo
and King Jeongjo through the last period of Choseon (1725~1890). On this research,
170 of travel notes, 1101 of document collections, and 26 of other writings are analyzed
in the aspect of international relations in East Asia at that time, and of Choseon’s
intellectuals’ recognition on them with the focus on the relation with Mongolia and
Jianzhou Jusen (Jusen Gurun).

There are found 73 (43%) of Mongolia-related, and 32 (19%) of Jusen Gurun-related
records in 170 of travel notes. Furthermore, 470 (42.7%) of Mongolia-related, and
560 (50%) of Jusen Gurun-related records are found in 1101 of document collections.
These figures show the recognition of Choseon’s intellectuals on East Asia well in
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detail. That is, they saw military affairs as differently with cultural aspects in reality
although their ruling and recognition is based on the doctrines of Chu-tze (4:§-£%)
from China. And we introduce Story of Kim Seung-gyeong (&5 {3) — the story
of a Mongolian soldier born in Choseon of 17th century, and Records of Travel to
Yanjng (He{7iC4%) written by Lee, Gap(4H, 1737~1795).

Mongolia-related and Jusen Gurun-related records in document collections or travel
notes in the era of Choseon are detailed evidences which reveal that Mongolia and
Jusen Gurun are different from Hanzhu (%) of China in their origin and ethnic
characteristics. This research especially focuses on how Choseon’s intellectuals compre-
hended the characteristics of Jusen Gurun after 1636. On that point, this research has
the meaning of clarifying the illusion of China’s theory of ‘unified multi-ethnic country’
and the contradiction embedded in China’s Northeast Project.

Keyword : Worrying views of history, such as Northeast Project (HFdt 1.

F2), Unified multi—ethnic country’ (ft—HJ 2K ), Records of Travel
to Yaning (F171509%)
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